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1 . [3 This communication is responsive to RCE amendment received on April 27. 2006 . 

2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1. 5-9. 11-16 and 32-34 re-numbered 1-15 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINERS AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and /or additions by unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such amendment, it must be submitted 
no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kent A. Lembke (Reg. No. 44,866) on July 19, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1, 4, 9, 15 17 and 18 have been replaced with the following amended claims. 

4. 1. (Currently Amended) A method for implementing functionality within a 
network on behalf of first and second computers communicating with each other 
through the network, the method comprising the acts of: 

providing a front-end computer within the network having an interface for 
communicating data traffic with the first computer, wherein the front-end computer 
implements a web server; 

providing a back-end computer within the network having an interface for 
communicating data traffic with the second computer, wherein the back-end computer 
implements a web server; 

providing a communication channel coupling the front-end computer and the 
back-end computer; 

encoding data traffic over the communication channel in a first process in the 
front-end computer; 
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encoding data traffic over the communication channel in a second process in the 
back-end computer, 

decoding the encoded data traffic from the front-end computer in a third process 
in the back-end computer; and 

decoding the encoded data traffic from the back-end computer in a fourth 
process in the front-end computer, 

wherein the first, second, third, and fourth processes implement preselected 
compatible semantics to perform the encoding and the decoding on the data traffic; 

wherein the preselected compatible semantics comprise processes for sharing 
operational information for the front-end and back-end computers and wherein the act of 
encoding comprises: 

communicating gualitv of service information about the communication channel 
between the front-end and back-end computers, 
4. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A system for transporting data through a network 
comprising: 

a plurality of client applications generating requests for network services; 
a plurality of network servers configured to provide services in response to 
received requests; 

a front-end web server within the network having a first interface configured to 
handle request/response traffic with the client applications; 

a back-end web server within the network having a first interface configured to 
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handle request/response traffic with a selected set of network servers; 

a communication channel through the network between the front-end web server 
and the back-end web server; 

encoding the request/response traffic over the communication channel in a first 
process in the front-end computer: 

encoding the request/response traffic over the communication channel in a 
second process in the back-end computer, 

decoding the encoded request/response traffic from the front-end computer in a 
third process in the back-end computer: 

decoding the encbded request/response traffic from the back-end computer in a 
fourth process in the front-end computer, 

wherein the first, second, third, and fourth processes implement preselected 
compatible semantics to perform the encoding and the decoding on the 
reguest/response traffic: 

w herein the preselected compatible semantics comprise processes for sharing 
operational information for the front-end and back-end computers and wherein the act of 
encoding comprises communicating gualitv of service information about the 
communication channel between the front-end and back-end computers: and 

wherein the front-end server and the back-end server are time synchronized and 
the back-end server comprises means for ascertaining when a request/response was 
issued by the front-end server. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A system for transporting data through a network 
comprising: 

a plurality of network-connected applications generating requests for network 
services; 

a plurality of network-connected computers configured to provide services in 
response to received requests; 

a plurality of front-end web computers each having at least one interface 
configured to handle request/response traffic with the network-connected applications; 

a plurality of back-end web computers each having at least one interface 
configured to handle request/response traffic with a selected set of the network- 
connected computers; and 

a many-to-many communication channel through the network between the front- 
end computers and the back-end computers, wh o r o in the front e nd w o b comput e rs 
e ach compr i s e m e ans for e ncod i ng th e r e qu e st/r e spons e traff i c inc l ud i ng i ns e rt i ng li m e- 
bas e d synchron i zat i on i nformat i on as defin e d by a s e mant i c common among th e front - 
ond and th e back -e nd w e b comput e rs, wh e r e in the back -e nd comput e rs e ach compris e 
m o ans for d e cod i ng th o e ncod e d roqu e st/rosponse traffic from any of tho front e nd w e b 
comput e rs bas e d on th e- common s e mant i c and wh e r ei n th e back e nd w e b comput e rs 
compr i s e m o ans for d e t e rm i ning whon the encod e d r o qu o st/r e spons o traffic was issu e d 
by th e front o nd s e rv e rs. 

encoding the request/response traffic over the communication channel in a first 
process in the front-end computer; 
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encoding the request/response traffic over the communication channel in a 
second process in the back-end computer, 

decoding the encoded request/response traffic from the front-end computer in a 
third process in the back-end computer: 

decoding the encoded request/response traffic from the back-end computer in a 
fourth process in the front-end computer 

wherein the first, second, third, and fourth processes implement preselected 
compatible semantics to perform the encoding and the decoding on the 
request/response traffic: 

wherein the preselected compatible semantics comprise processes for sharing 
operational information for the front-end and back-end computers and wherein the act of 
encoding comprises communicating Quality of service information about the 
communication channel between the front-end and back-end computers: and 

wherein the front-end computer and the back-end computer are time 
synchronized and the back-end server comprises means for ascertaining when a 
request/response was issued by the front-end computer. 

17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Cancelled). 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. Claims 1, 5-9, 11-16 and 32-34 re-numbered 1-15 are allowable over the prior art 
of record. 

This communication warrants no examiner's reason for allowance, as applicant's 
reply makes evident the reason for allowance, satisfying the record as whole as 
required by rule 37 CFR 1.104 (e). In this case, the substance of applicant's remarks in 
the Amendment filed on 01 February 2006 with respect to the amended claim limitations 
and further amended claim limitations in the Examiner's Amendment filed on 23 July 
2006 point out the reason claims are patentable over the prior art of record. Thus, the 
reason for allowance is in all probability evident from the record and no statement for 
examiner's reason for allowance is necessary (see MPEP 13202.14). 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
July 24, 2006 





